CONQUEST   OF   TROPICAL   DISEASES
Tettow Fever, another deadly disease of the tropics, was at
one time very prevalent in West Africa, in the West Indies, and
South America.1 Coleridge, in his Ancient Mariner, describes
a ship smitten by the disease, a tale often paralleled in actual
history. Yellow fever is caused by an ultra-microscopic virus, of
which the urban form is transmitted by the striped or tiger
mosquito known as stegomyia or aedes, the rural form by other
mosquitoes. In former times it was confused with malaria.
In 1881 CARLOS FINLAY of Cuba (1833-1915), expressed his
belief that yellow fever was transmitted by the stegomyia mosquito,
although he had no definite evidence in support of Ms theory.2
Another noteworthy name in the history of yellow fever is
that of WALTER REED (1851-1902).3 Reed was a young army
surgeon with a keen interest in bacteriology who had studied
under Professor William H. Welch of Baltimore, and who was
sent to Havana in 1900 as director of a Yellow Fever Commission.
Along with two other bacteriologists from Baltimore, JAMES
CARROLL (1854-1907), who was second in command under Reed,
and JESSE LAZEAR (1866-1900), who had already been working
in Cuba, the commission set to work with the co-operation of
Carlos Finlay. Carroll acquired yellow fever after allowing him-
self to be bitten by an infected mosquito. He recovered, but
Lazear, who was also bitten by a stegomyia mosquito, died of
yellow fever after a few days' illness. Thus it became proved that
infected mosquitoes could transmit yellow fever. Reed continued
the work, and recommended preventive measures which were so
successful that Havana was free from the scourge within a year.
Another name in the story of the campaign against yellow fever
is that of HJDEYO NOGUCHI (1876-1928), who, like Lazear, fell a
victim to the disease. This brilliant investigator, of Japanese birth
and a pupil of Kitasato, who had already done good work at the
Rockefeller Institute, was studying yellow fever at Accra, West
Africa, when he succumbed,4 as also did his colleagues, ADRIAN
STOKES and W. A." YOUNG. A brilliant member of the Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine was WALTER MYERS (1873-1901),
who died of yellow fever while investigating the disease at ParfL
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